
 

Subject Curriculum Journey Map 2022-23: Psychology 
 
 

Curriculum Intent: 

We intend to develop students to a point where they can critically assess and apply information from our studies to real world contexts, we hope to 
create confident students, who feel safe explaining their view and opinion on complex topics. Students will be independent and confident enough to 
tackle psychological concepts and be curious to research debated areas such as whether psychology is a science or not. Students will be challenged 
across the board and should feel confident tackling difficult or complicated subject matter. 
 
To allow students to develop a curiosity about the human body and mind where students will apply real world concepts in conjunction with scientific 
knowledge, skills and specialist vocabulary enabling our students to understand themselves and society around them. Students will be independent and 
confident enough to tackle psychological concepts and be curious to research debated areas such as whether psychology is a science or not. Students 
will be challenged across the board and should feel confident tackling difficult or complicated subject matter.  

Endpoints: 

By the end of Mayfield’s psychology learning journey students will be able to: 
 

● Students can explain a whole range of theoretical approaches and how they evaluate mental health issues, they can critically assess these key 
questions, offering examples 

●  Think critically about the world around them, applying psychological concepts we learn to a range of real-world contexts, making links to their 
own experiences 

● Explain and analyse the impact that Psychology has had on the world, clearly outlining whether they feel it has been a positive for the economy 
and society.   

● Understand and critically assess a wide range of research  
●  Critique popular beliefs (left brain/right brain etc.) explaining how these are an unrealistic representation of Psychological research 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

KS5 Term 1a Term 1b Term 2a Term 2b Term 3a Term 3b 

Year 
13  

Unit/ Topic 

Relationships & Biopsychology 
The nervous and endocrine system, 

Synaptic transmission, Brain surgery, 
Biological rhythms 

Endogenous pacemakers and 
exogenous zeitgebers 

Factors of attraction 
Theories of romantic relationships 

Virtual relationships 

Issues and Debates & Research 
Methods 

Gender and cultural bias 
Nature vs nurture 

Free will vs determination 
Idiographic vs nomothetic 

Holism vs reductionism 

Research Methods and Forensic 
Psychology 

Offender profiling 
Prison as an institution 
Biological Explanations 

Psychological explanations 
 
 

Schizophrenia and Research 
Methods 

Classification and diagnosis 
Biological explanations and treatments 

Psychological explanations and treatments 

Schizophrenia 
 

Research Methods and 
Biopsychology Recap 

PUBLIC EXAMS 

Big Question(s) 
How can Psychology help us to 
understand the modern world? 

Do we have free will? 

Does Psychology reinforce 
inequality? Is there a criminal ‘type’? Can we prevent Schizophrenia? 

How can biological 
understanding explain 
schizophrenia? 

Assessment Mid and End of Unit 
Assessments PPE1 PPE2 Mid and End of Unit End of Unit 

Year 
12  

Unit/ Topic 

Introduction, Social Influences 
and Approaches 

Learning Approaches, Cognitive 
Approach, Biological approach.  

Social Influence and Research 
Methods 

Designing research 
Conducting research 

Analysing data 
Explanations and research into conformity 
Explanations and research into obedience 

Resistance to social influence 
Minority influence and social change 

Memory & Research Methods 
The nature of memory 

Models of memory 
Explanations of forgetting 

Accuracy of eyewitness 
testimony 

Attachment  
Nature of attachment 

Explanations of attachment 
Measuring attachment 
Theories of separation  

Later relationships 

Psychopathology 
Definitions of abnormality 

Phobias (behavioural explanations and 
treatments) 

Depression (cognitive explanations and 
treatments) 

OCD (biological explanations and 
treatments) 

Approaches (A2) & Introduction 
to Relationships 

Approaches: Humanistic, 
Psychodynamic 

Big Question(s) 
Can we understand the mind? 
Is Psychology a Science? 
 

Is Psychology a force for good in 
the world? 

Does our Memory work against 
us? 

Nature vs Nurture debate Can we truly ‘cure’ mental 
health issues? 

Is there such a thing as free will? 

Assessment End of Unit exams In Class Assessments (PPE1) Mid and End of Unit PPE2 End of Unit End of Unit  

 
 


