
 

 
Subject Curriculum Journey Map 2022-23: A Level English Literature   

 

 

Curriculum 
Intent: 

The English curriculum at Mayfield can be broken down into 3 key components: 
• A curriculum without limits (which will be built around…);  
• Core disciplinary practices (leading to…); 
• Effective curriculum progression, content and assessment.   

Ultimately our curriculum strives to ensure that pupils see the value of literature both inside the classroom and in the wider context of the world. We want them to 
recognise it and ‘practise it’ as a means of securing and developing:  

• achievement,  
• intellectual curiosity, 
• and personal well-being in every aspect of their lives, both in the present and the future. 

As far as possible, we want to give pupils the same experiences when they enter our curriculum, regardless of attainment levels  
• the same choices in what they read,  
• the same opportunities for response,  
• the same freedoms and constraints, and so on 

 
To do this, we focus on how pupils can make connections between what they already know and new learning, thereby building and developing cultural capital, not 
necessarily through what we can teach them about a text, but what they can bring and apply to it.  

Endpoints: 

• Students will foster a sense of academic curiosity, and a love of learning, for its own sake. 
• Students will have had the opportunity to read and write extensively, through their being immersed in rich reading material to develop their own language 

capacities - the depth of their vocabulary, their handling of grammatical structures, their comprehension skills, their ability to write in a range of voices, and so on. 
• Students rigorously study rich texts which build an appreciation of Literature within the canon, and can apply this appreciation to texts of a contemporary nature 

also, through a dialogic pedagogical approach which builds on prior skills and knowledge from KS4.  
• Increased engagement, enjoyment, independence, critical thinking, cultural capacity and disciplinary depth leading to their being holistic students of Literature.  
• Students will have been provided with a range of opportunities to elaborate on their reading in ways that allows them to engage with critical material, including 

exploring the possibilities of their reading, both individually and in groups, to generate new knowledge, rather than relying simply on passively receiving 
information from their teacher. 

• Students will have been exposed to a wide range of texts from different periods, geographies and traditions - the texts used in the classroom have reflected the 
diversity of contemporary British society, the history of the canon and the world beyond. They will have been given the opportunity to explore these texts as part 
of the department’s aim to decolonise the curriculum. As a result, students will become discerning readers and develop an intellectual and personal curiosity for 
reading; they will want to continue reading.  
 



Curriculum Map: A Level English Literature  
 

KS5 Term 1a Term 1b Term 2a Term 2b Term 3a Term 3b 

Year 
13  

Teacher 1 

PUBLIC EXAMS 

Unit/ Topic 
Othello Paper 1 Section A 
 
 

Othello Paper 1 Section A 
 
 

Poems of the Decade Anthology 
Paper 3 Section A 
 
 

Preparing for Unseen 
comparison with Poems of the 
Decade 
Paper 3 Section A 

Revising  
- A Streetcar Named 

Desire  
- Othello  
- Poetry of the Decade 

Big Question(s) 

What is tragedy in the broader 
sense of the word? 
How has tragedy developed over 
time?  
What are Shakespeare’s 
authorial intentions within this 
play? How have these been 
interpreted by various critics? 
 
 

How might I view Othello in a 
critical sense? Is it just a play 
about othering? How might 

‘othering’ be viewed by 
contemporary and modern 
audiences? How does the 

concept of Tragedy fit into this 
critical approach? 

What are contemporary poets 
writing about?  

How do these poems fit in with 
the Literary Canon and the 

development of key themes 
within a society over time?  

How do I approach an unseen 
poem?  

How do I use the anthology 
poem as a ‘poetic foil’ to allow 

for the development of a 
thoughtful, critical response? 

Reviewing the Big Questions 
across the last 2 years.  

Assessment  
 Paper 1 Section B Drama PPE: 
Othello  

 
 

Full Paper 3 Poetry and Full 
Paper 2 Prose PPE 

Full Drama PPE 
 

Teacher 2  

Unit/ Topic 

Christina Rossetti Anthology  
Paper 3 Section B 

 

Christina Rossetti Anthology  
Paper 3 Section B 

 

Revising Christina Rossetti 
Anthology  

Paper 3 Section B  (till PPE) 

Revision of A Thousand 
Splendid Suns and Wuthering 

Heights 
 Paper 2 

 

Revising:  
- Wuthering Heights  
- A thousand Splendid 

Suns  
- Christina Rossetti 

Anthology 

Big Question(s) How does Rossetti’s poetry fit 
into the period of Victorian 
poetry and the wider Literary 
Canon? 
 
What themes and ideas are 
Rossetti interested in writing 

How does Rossetti’s poetry fit 
into the period of Victorian 
poetry and the wider Literary 
Canon? 
 
What themes and ideas are 
Rossetti interested in writing 

Reviewing the Big Questions 
across the last 2 years.  

Reviewing the Big Questions 
across the last 2 years.  

Reviewing the Big Questions 
across the last 2 years.  



about and how does this relate 
to contemporary and modern 
societies? 

 
 
 
 

about and how does this relate 
to contemporary and modern 
societies? 

 

Assessment 
 Paper 3 Section B only PPE  

Full Paper 3 Poetry and Full 
Paper 2 Prose PPE 

 

Year 
12  

                                                                                          Teacher 1 

Unit/ Topic 
A Streetcar Named Desire  

Paper 1 Section B   
A Streetcar Named Desire  

Paper 1 Section B  
Poems of the Decade Anthology 

Paper 3 Section A  
Poems of the Decade Anthology 

Paper 3 Section A 
Poems of the Decade Anthology 

Paper 3 Section A 
Coursework – Paper 4 NEA   

Big Question(s) 

 
How does the play fit the genre 
of tragedy? 
 
What is Williams’ authorial 
intent in the play?  
 

 
 

How does the play fit the genre 
of tragedy? 
 
What is Williams’ authorial 
intent in the play?  

 

What are contemporary poets 
writing about?  

How do these poems fit in with 
the Literary Canon and the 

development of key themes 
within a society over time? 

What are contemporary poets 
writing about?  

How do these poems fit in with 
the Literary Canon and the 

development of key themes 
within a society over time? 

What are contemporary poets 
writing about?  

How do these poems fit in with 
the Literary Canon and the 

development of key themes 
within a society over time? 

Questions are individualised as 
they are decided by students  

Assessment     
Formal assessment:  

Paper 3: Rossetti and Poems of 
the Decade 

 

                                                                                         Teacher 2  

Unit/ Topic 
Wuthering Heights Paper 2  Wuthering Heights Paper 2  

A Thousand Splendid Suns 
Paper 2  

A Thousand Splendid Suns 
Paper 2  

Christina Rossetti Anthology  
Paper 3 Section B  

Coursework – Paper 4 NEA   

Big Question(s) How does Bronte’s novel fit the 
Gothic genre? 
 
How does Bronte’s novel explore 
the broader theme of women 
and society? 
 
What is Bronte’s authorial intent 

How does Bronte’s novel fit the 
Gothic genre? 
 
How does Bronte’s novel explore 
the broader theme of women 
and society? 
 
What is Bronte’s authorial intent 

How does Hosseini’s novel 
explore the broader theme of 
women and society? 
 
How does Hosseini’s novel 
compare with Bronte’s novel in 
relation to the wider theme of 
women and society? 

How does Hosseini’s novel 
explore the broader theme of 
women and society? 
 
How does Hosseini’s novel 
compare with Bronte’s novel in 
relation to the wider theme of 
women and society? 

 
How does Rossetti’s poetry fit 
into the period of Victorian 
poetry and the wider Literary 
Canon? 
 
What themes and ideas are 
Rossetti interested in writing 

Questions are individualised as 
they are decided by students 



for her novel? for her novel?  
What is Hosseini’s authorial 
intent for his novel? 
 

 
What is Hosseini’s authorial 
intent for his novel? 
 

about and how does this relate 
to contemporary and modern 
societies? 

 

Assessment 
    

Formal assessment:  
Paper 3: Rossetti and Poems of 

the Decade 
 

 


