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The Characters 
A respected doctor and friend of both Lanyon, a fellow physician, and 
Utterson, a lawyer. He is a prosperous man, well established in the 
community, and known for his decency and charitable works. Since his 
youth, however, he has secretly engaged in unspecified dissolute and 
corrupt behavior. He finds this dark side a burden and undertakes 
experiments intended to separate his good and evil selves from one 
another. Through these experiments, he brings  Mr. Hyde into being, 
finding a way to transform himself in such a way that he fully becomes 
his darker half. 

 

 

A strange, repugnant man who looks faintly pre-human. He is violent 
and cruel, and everyone who sees him describes him as ugly and 
deformed—yet no one can say exactly why. Language itself seems to 
fail around Hyde: he is not a creature who belongs to the rational world, 
the world of conscious articulation or logical grammar. Hyde is Jekyll’s 
dark side, released from the bonds of conscience and loosed into the 
world by a mysterious potion. 

 

 
A prominent and upstanding lawyer, well respected in the London 
community. He is reserved, dignified, and perhaps even lacking 
somewhat in imagination, but he does seem to possess a furtive 
curiosity about the more sordid side of life. His rationalism, however, 
makes him ill equipped to deal with the supernatural nature of the 
Jekyll-Hyde connection. While not a man of science, He resembles his 
friend Dr. Lanyon—and perhaps Victorian society at large—in his 
devotion to reasonable explanations and his denial of the supernatural. 

 

 
A reputable London doctor and, along with Utterson, formerly one of 
Jekyll’s closest friends. As an embodiment of rationalism, materialism, 
and skepticism, He serves a foil (a character whose attitudes or 
emotions contrast with, and thereby illuminate, those of another 
character) for Jekyll, who embraces mysticism. His death represents 
the more general victory of supernaturalism over materialism in Dr. 
Jekyll and Mr. Hyde. 

 

 

Jekyll’s butler. He is a loyal servant, having worked for the doctor for 
twenty years, and his concern for his master eventually drives him to 
seek Utterson’s help when he becomes convinced that something has 
happened to Jekyll. 

 

 

A distant cousin and lifelong friend of Mr. Utterson. Like Utterson, he is 
reserved, formal, and scornful of gossip; indeed, the two men often 
walk together for long stretches without saying a word to one another. 

 

 

Utterson’s clerk and confidant. He is also an expert in handwriting. His 
skill proves particularly useful when Utterson wants him to examine a 
bit of Hyde’s handwriting. Guest notices that Hyde’s script is the same 
as Jekyll’s, but slanted the other way. 

 

 

A well-liked and highly respected old nobleman, a member of 
Parliament, and a client of Utterson. 
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The Plot 

 
Cut to "nearly a year later." A prominent politician (Sir Danvers Carew) is brutally 
beaten to death for no apparent reason. The murder is conveniently witnessed by a 
maid, who points to evil Mr. Hyde as the criminal.  

 

Two months later, both Dr. Lanyon and Dr. Jekyll fall terribly ill, and claim to have 
irrevocably quarreled with each other.  
 
Dr. Lanyon dies, leaving mysterious documents in Mr. Utterson’s possession, to be 
opened only if Dr. Jekyll dies or disappears.  
 
Dr. Jekyll remains in seclusion, despite frequent visits from Mr. Utterson. 

 

Mr. Utterson finds several documents left to him, and goes back home to read both Mr. 
Lanyon’s narrative and Dr. Jekyll’s narrative, which, it turns out, are two parts of the 
same story. Since we’re at the end of the story, author Robert Louis Stevenson figured 
it was about time to tell us what happened at the beginning. So we discover (through 
the documents left by the dead men) the following: by means of a potion, Dr. Jekyll was 
able to transform into Mr. Hyde and give into a world of pleasure and self-serving 
crime. In his narrative, Dr. Jekyll writes that Mr. Hyde became ever more powerful and 
ever harder to control—in essence, the dominant personality. 

 

The novel begins with a lawyer named Mr. Utterson going for a walk with his friend and 
relative Mr. Enfield. They walk past a door, which somehow prompts Mr. Enfield to tell 
a sad story: a brute of a man knocked down a little girl, everyone yelled at the rude 
man, and the man offered to pay a lot of money. He then disappeared through the 
door, only to return with a large cheque drawn from Dr. Jekyll’s bank account. The 
nasty man? None other than Mr. Hyde. 

 

Everyone tries to hunt down this evil man, but with no success. Meanwhile, Dr. Jekyll is 
in great health and spirits; he entertains his friends (among them one Dr. Lanyon), gives 
dinner parties, and attends to his religious duties. 

 

Mr. Utterson, it turns out, is Dr. Jekyll’s lawyer, and we find out that in the event of Dr. 
Jekyll’s death or disappearance, his entire estate is to be turned over to Mr. Hyde. Mr. 
Utterson, who thinks highly of Dr. Jekyll, is extremely suspicious of this whole 
arrangement. He resolves to get to the bottom of this mystery. He hunts down Mr. 
Hyde and finds evil just oozing out of his pores. He then asks Dr. Jekyll about these odd 
arrangements. Dr. Jekyll refuses to comment, and there the matter rests until "nearly a 
year later." 

 

Finally, one evening, Dr. Jekyll’s butler visits Mr. Utterson at home. He’s worried about 
his master and is convinced of foul play. The butler persuades Mr. Utterson to return to 
Dr. Jekyll’s house, where they break into Dr. Jekyll’s laboratory. They find Mr. Hyde 
dead on the floor, with Dr. Jekyll nowhere to be found. 
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Revising the Social Context: The Victorian Era 
 

 

 

Evolution Industrial revolution 

Etiquette  

Gothic genre 

Physiognomy 

Social Class 

 Religion 
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Revising Key Themes 
Good vs Evil 

 

Good vs. evil is essentially the novel’s biggest theme. More specifically, Dr. Jekyll and 

Mr. Hyde is easily viewed as an allegory about the good and evil that exists in all men, 

and about our struggle with these two sides of the human personality. In this book, 

then, the battle between good and evil rages within the individual. The question is 

which is superior. Since Hyde seems to be taking over, one could argue that evil is 

stronger than good. However, Hyde does end up dead at the end of the story, perhaps 

suggesting a weakness or failure of evil. The big question, of course, is whether or not 

good can be separated from evil, or whether the two are forever intertwined. 

 

Questions About Good vs. Evil 

• How and where does the battle between good and evil play out in this book? Most 

importantly, who wins? 

• What is the relationship between Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde? 

• Dr. Jekyll was trying to separate himself into two versions: Good and Evil. But what he 

got was normal Dr. Jekyll and pure, unadulterated evil Mr. Hyde. Why did he only get an 

evil version of himself? 

• On the good vs. evil spectrum, where does Mr. Utterson fall? 

 

Repression 

 

Repression is indisputably a cause of the troubles in Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde. The 

repression here is that of Victorian England: no sexual appetites, no violence, and no 

great expressions of emotion, at least in the public sphere. Everything is sober and 

dignified, and you’re really not supposed to be happy. (That would somehow take away 

from your focus on morality). The more Dr. Jekyll’s forbidden appetites are repressed, 

the more he desires the life of Mr. Hyde, and the stronger Mr. Hyde becomes. This is 

clearly demonstrated after Dr. Jekyll’s two-month hiatus from donning the visage of Mr. 

Hyde; Dr. Jekyll finds that the pull to evil has been magnified after months of 

repression. 

 

Questions About Repression 

• Does Mr. Utterson lead a repressed life? On the one hand his life is full of routine—

exploring the Dr. Jekyll/Mr. Hyde stuff seems to be his way of cutting loose. But on the 

other hand… he doesn’t seem unhappy with his staid way of living. 

• If Dr. Jekyll finds all this pleasure in being evil, why doesn’t he just stop being so 
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repressed, forget about this whole respectable doctor shtick, and go lead a criminal life? 

• To what extent is Dr. Jekyll’s repression meant to represent the repression of other 

British citizens? Is repression particular to Dr. Jekyll, or is this a problem for other people, 

too? 

 

Friendship/ loyalty 

 

Friendship in Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde serves to drive the plot forward. Aside from basic 

curiosity, Mr. Utterson is compelled to uncover the mystery of the evil man because of 

his friendship with Dr. Jekyll. In trying to unravel the secret, his many friendships deliver 

crucial pieces of information. In this sense, friendship acts as both a motivator and an 

enabler. As for the friendship between Dr. Lanyon and Dr. Jekyll, it’s certainly not as 

unconditional as the loyalty Mr. Utterson bears for Dr. Jekyll. Instead, it’s fraught with 

competition, anger, and eventually an irreconcilable quarrel. We see that friendships can 

be ruined by differences of opinion. 

 

Questions About Friendship 

• What role does friendship play in this novel? We said it "drives the plot forward"… how? 

• How strong are these friendships, really? Dr. Lanyon and Dr. Jekyll quarrel over science, 

and Mr. Utterson has a difficult time believing Dr. Jekyll to be capable of evil. Are they 

friends, or non-hostile acquaintances? 

• Keeping in mind that all the men in this novel seem to be confirmed bachelors, what 

role does friendship play in their lives? 

 

Appearances 

 

Appearances figure in the novel both figuratively and literally. Dr. Jekyll definitely wants 

to keep up a façade of respectability, even though he has a lot of unsavoury tendencies. 

In a literal sense, the appearances of buildings in the novel reflect the characters of the 

inhabitants. Dr. Jekyll has a comfortable and well-appointed house, but Mr. Hyde 

spends most of his time in the "dingy windowless structure" of the doctor’s laboratory. 

Other disreputable quarters of London are described as well; this is the stomping 

ground of Mr. Hyde. 

 

Questions About Appearances 

• What is the relationship between physical buildings and the events that take place in or 

near them? 

• Why is Dr. Jekyll so concerned with keeping up appearances? And what appearance is he 

trying to keep? 
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• Where in the novel do events seem to point in a particular direction when the opposite 

is in fact true? 

 

Science 

 

In Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, science becomes a cover and justification for supernatural 

activities. Dr. Jekyll seemingly derives his potion in some sort of scientific manner, as 

opposed to finding a magical amulet or something that releases evil as you might find 

in other stories. Dr. Jekyll’s brand of science, however, veers towards the 

"transcendental" (indeed, supernatural), while Dr. Lanyon adheres to a more traditional 

set of scientific notions. This disagreement causes an irreparable rift in their relationship, 

especially after Dr. Lanyon witnesses Dr. Jekyll’s transformation with his own eyes. 

 

Questions About Science 

• Is Dr. Jekyll a good scientist? 

• What would the novel look like if Stevenson chose not to veer into supernatural 

transformations? If, say, Mr. Hyde were simply Dr. Jekyll with a mask on? 

• Why did Dr. Jekyll begin transforming into Mr. Hyde without the aid of a potion? Why 

couldn’t he transform in the reverse direction? 

• Note that no one in the novel ever suspects that Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde are the same 

person. Why do you think the novel is constructed this way? 

 

Curiosity 

 

In Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, curiosity drives the characters to seek knowledge. This 

curiosity is either suppressed or fulfilled in each character. Curiosity lacks any negative 

connotations; instead, characters who do not actively seek to unravel the Jekyll and 

Hyde mystery may be viewed as passive or weak. Finally, the characters’ curiosities are, 

to some degree, transferred over to the reader; we seek to solve the puzzle along with 

Mr. Utterson. 

 

Questions About Curiosity 

• What is the effect of having Mr. Enfield be so adamantly not curious? 

• One could say that curiosity killed Dr. Lanyon. Is it possible that Mr. Utterson could have 

suffered the same fate? 

• When Mr. Utterson suppresses his natural curiosity, what force is superseding his desire 

to satisfy his curiosity? 
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Violence 

 

The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde details two crimes of violence against 

innocent and helpless citizens: first, a little girl, and second, an elderly man. The violence 

in the novel centers on Mr. Hyde, and raises the question of whether or not violence is 

an inherent part of man’s nature. 

 

Questions About Violence 

• What does reading Dr. Jekyll’s account of Mr. Hyde’s two crimes add to what we already 

know? 

• Why does Mr. Hyde commit the crimes he does? Is pleasure the sole reason? 

• Mr. Hyde’s crimes all seem to be committed on the spur of the moment. Why is this so? 

 

Lies and Deceit 

 

In Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, the plot is frequently driven forward by secrecy and 

deception; Mr. Utterson doesn’t know the relationship between Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, 

and he wants to find out. Also, by omitting the scenes of Mr. Hyde’s supposedly crazy 

debauchery, Stevenson allows our imaginations to run to wild and eerie places. 

 

Questions About Lies and Deceit 

• All we really know of Mr. Hyde’s pleasures, aside from the two crimes we see through 

others’ eyes, is that they run absolutely counter to Victorian morality… which isn’t much 

to go on. He could be doing anything from drugs to sex for pleasure to alcohol abuse to 

public brawls. These were all considered bad news in Victorian times. Build an argument 

for any one of these, keeping in mind the necessity of extrapolation. 

• Many omissions in the book are caused by the plurality of perspectives that Stevenson 

employs to craft the novel. Why did Stevenson choose to write from multiple points of 

view? 

• One point of view is glaringly missing: that of Mr. Hyde. What is the effect of this? 

 

Religion 

 

God and Satan figure prominently in Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, as well as 

many general references to religion and works of charity. As part of their intellectual 

lives, the men in the novel discuss various religious works. One sign of Mr. Hyde’s 

wickedness, for example, is his defacing Dr. Jekyll’s favorite religious work. Mr. Hyde is 

also frequently likened to Satan. 
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Questions About Religion 

• In Chapter 7, Mr. Utterson and Mr. Enfield converse briefly with Dr. Jekyll (sitting at a 

window) before Dr. Jekyll essentially freaks out and shuts the window. What they witness 

inspires a good deal of horror in both of them. Mr. Utterson says, "God forgive us! God 

forgive us!" and is answered with a nod from Mr. Enfield. What does this mean? What is 

God supposed to forgive them for? 

• Mr. Utterson says that he "[inclines] to Cain’s heresy." Cain was a guy who killed his 

brother in the Bible. What could this possibly be saying about Mr. Utterson? About the 

novel as a whole? 

• How does religion function in this novel? What purpose might it serve, or what questions 

might it raise? 

 

Women and femininity 

 

Most female characters in Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde are passive and 

weak. The first female we see is a young girl mowed over by Mr. Hyde. Although she is 

"not much the worse, more frightened," she still kicks up an incredible fuss and a large 

group of people come to her aid.The next woman we see is the maid who witnessed 

the Carew murder. After watching Mr. Hyde beat the man to death, she faints, waking 

up long after the murderer is gone. She is a passive spectator. 

 

There is much speculation as to the reasons for the absence of females in the story; one 

particularly compelling argument is that women function as moral bedrocks in most 

Victorian novels. They’re supposed to be beacons of good moral influence. In Dr. Jekyll 

and Mr. Hyde, therefore, women may have unnecessarily complicated the story. 

 

Questions About Women and Femininity 

• The women in this novel are passive spectators who require outside help. How central is 

it to Stevenson’s novel that he cast women in this light? 

• In most stage and film adaptations of the book, Dr. Jekyll has a romantic interest. In 

what ways would a romantic interest complicate the story of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde? Is 

this an unacceptable alteration of Stevenson’s story? 

• Is Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, because it’s a novel that focuses on internal human struggle, a 

story that transcends gender distinctions and appeals to all humans? Or is it male-

specific? 
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Key methods in the novel 
Below are examples of key methods that recur in the novel. Read through the novel 

and see if you can find any others. Highlight and annotate these in your copy of the 

text. 

Animal Imagery 

 

And next moment, with ape-like fury, he was trampling his victim under foot and hailing down a 

storm of blows, under which the bones were audibly shattered and the body jumped upon the 

roadway. 

 

"Well, when that masked thing like a monkey jumped from among the chemicals and 

whipped into the cabinet, it went down my spine like ice. 

 

Foreshadowing 

… in case of Dr. Jekyll's "disappearance or unexplained absence for any period exceeding 

three calendar months," the said Edward Hyde should step into the said Henry Jekyll's shoes 

without further delay and free from any burthen or obligation beyond the payment of a few 

small sums to the members of the doctor's household. 

 

Characterisation 

 

Mr. Utterson the lawyer was a man of a rugged countenance that was never lighted by a 

smile; cold, scanty and embarrassed in discourse; backward in sentiment; lean, long, dusty, 

dreary and yet somehow lovable. 

 

This was a hearty, healthy, dapper, red-faced gentleman, with a shock of hair prematurely 

white, and a boisterous and decided manner. At sight of Mr. Utterson, he sprang up from 

his chair and welcomed him with both hands. The geniality, as was the way of the man, was 

somewhat theatrical to the eye; but it reposed on genuine feeling. 

 

Light and dark imagery 

 

"This Master Hyde, if he were studied," thought he, "must have secrets of his own; black 

secrets, by the look of him; secrets compared to which poor Jekyll's worst would be like 

sunshine. 

 

 

Pathetic fallacy 
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It was by this time about nine in the morning, and the first fog of the season. A great 

chocolate-coloured pall lowered over heaven, but the wind was continually charging and 

routing these embattled vapours; so that as the cab crawled from street to street, Mr. 

Utterson beheld a marvelous number of degrees and hues of twilight; for here it would be 

dark like the back-end of evening; and there would be a glow of a rich, lurid brown, like the 

light of some strange conflagration; and here, for a moment, the fog would be quite broken 

up, and a haggard shaft of daylight would glance in between the swirling wreaths. 

 

Symbolism 

 

The door, which was equipped with neither bell nor knocker, was blistered and distained. 

Tramps slouched into the recess and struck matches on the panels; children kept shop upon 

the steps; the schoolboy had tried his knife on the mouldings; and for close on a generation, 

no one had appeared to drive away these random visitors or to repair their ravages. 

 

Mood (the atmosphere of literary work that intends to evoke specific emotions from an 

audience) 

 

It was the first time that the lawyer had been received in that part of his friend's quarters; 

and he eyed the dingy, windowless structure with curiosity, and gazed round with a 

distasteful sense of strangeness as he crossed the theatre, once crowded with eager 

students and now lying gaunt and silent, the tables laden with chemical apparatus, the floor 

strewn with crates and littered with packing straw, and the light falling dimly through the 

foggy cupola. 

 

Setting 

Two doors from one corner, on the left hand going east the line was broken by the entry of 

a court; and just at that point a certain sinister block of building thrust forward its gable on 

the street. It was two storeys high; showed no window, nothing but a door on the lower 

storey and a blind forehead of discoloured wall on the upper; and bore in every feature, the 

marks of prolonged and sordid negligence. 

 

Religious references 

 

The last,I think; for, O my poor old Harry Jekyll, if ever I read Satan's signature upon a face, it 

is on that of your new friend." 

 

"O God!" I screamed, and "O God!" again and again; for there before my eyes--pale and 

shaken, and half fainting, and groping before him with his hands, like a man restored from 

death--there stood Henry Jekyll! 
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References to the supernatural 

      

And all the time, as we were pitching it in red hot, we were keeping the women off him as 

best we could for they were as wild as harpies. 

 

Contrast and juxtaposition 

 

Much of his past was unearthed, indeed, and all disreputable: tales came out of the man's 

cruelty, at once so callous and violent; of his vile life, of his strange associates, of the hatred 

that seemed to have surrounded his career; but of his present whereabouts, not a whisper. 

From the time he had left the house in Soho on the morning of the murder, he was simply 

blotted out; and gradually, as time drew on, Mr. Utterson began to recover from the hotness 

of his alarm, and to grow more at quiet with himself. The death of Sir Danvers was, to his way 

of thinking, more than paid for by the disappearance of Mr. Hyde. Now that that evil influence 

had been withdrawn, a new life began for Dr. Jekyll. He came out of his seclusion, renewed 

relations with his friends, became once more their familiar guest and entertainer; and whilst 

he had always been known for charities, he was now no less distinguished for religion. He was 

busy, he was much in the open air, he did good; his face seemed to open and brighten, as if 

with an inward consciousness of service; and for more than two months, the doctor was at 

peace. 

 

Lexical field of restriction 

 

The middle one of the three windows was half-way open; and sitting close beside it, taking 

the air with an infinite sadness of mien, like some disconsolate prisoner, Utterson saw Dr. 

Jekyll. 

 

References to primitive 

 

“There must be something else," said the perplexed gentleman. "There is something more, if I 

could find a name for it. God bless me, the man seems hardly human! Something troglodytic, 

shall we say? or can it be the old story of Dr. Fell? or is it the mere radience of a foul soul that 

thus transpires through, and transfigures, its clay continent? 

 

Violent imagery 

 

…and at that Mr. Hyde broke out of all bounds and clubbed him to the earth. And next moment, 

with ape-like fury, he was trampling his victim under foot and hailing down a storm of blows, 

under which the bones were audibly shattered and the body jumped upon the roadway. 
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PRACTICE EXAM QUESTION 1: Chapter 1 p.3 

Read the following extract from Chapter 1 of The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll 
and Mr Hyde and then answer the question that follows.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Starting with this extract, how does Stevenson present Mr Utterson as a 
Victorian gentleman?  

Write about:  

• how Stevenson presents Mr Utterson in this extract  

• how Stevenson presents Mr Utterson as a Victorian gentleman in the 
novel as a whole.  

(30 marks) 

 

Mr. Utterson the lawyer was a man of a rugged countenance 
that was never lighted by a smile; cold, scanty and embarrassed 
in discourse; backward in sentiment; lean, long, dusty, dreary 
and yet somehow lovable. At friendly meetings, and when the 
wine was to his taste, something eminently human beaconed 
from his eye; something indeed which never found its way into 
his talk, but which spoke not only in these silent symbols of the 
after-dinner face, but more often and loudly in the acts of his life. 
He was austere with himself; drank gin when he was alone, to 
mortify a taste for vintages; and though he enjoyed the theater, 
had not crossed the doors of one for twenty years. But he had 
an approved tolerance for others; sometimes wondering, almost 
with envy, at the high pressure of spirits involved in their 
misdeeds; and in any extremity inclined to help rather than to 
reprove. "I incline to Cain's heresy," he used to say quaintly: "I 
let my brother go to the devil in his own way." In this character, 
it was frequently his fortune to be the last reputable 
acquaintance and the last good influence in the lives of 
downgoing men. And to such as these, so long as they came 
about his chambers, he never marked a shade of change in his 
demeanour.  
 
    No doubt the feat was easy to Mr. Utterson; for he was 
undemonstrative at the best, and even his friendship seemed to 
be founded in a similar catholicity of good-nature. It is the mark 
of a modest man to accept his friendly circle ready-made from 
the hands of opportunity; and that was the lawyer's way. His 
friends were those of his own blood or those whom he had 
known the longest; his affections, like ivy, were the growth of 
time, they implied no aptness in the object.  
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PRACTICE EXAM QUESTION 2: Chapter 1 pp 3-4 

Read the following extract from Chapter 1 of The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde 
and then answer the question that follows.  

In this extract, Utterson and Enfield are out for a walk. This walk has taken them into the 
area where Mr Hyde lives. 

 

Starting with this extract, how does Stevenson use settings to create 
mystery and fear?  

Write about:  

• how Stevenson describes the setting in this extract  

• how Stevenson uses settings to create mystery and fear in the novel as 
a whole.  

(30 marks) 

 

It chanced on one of these rambles that their way led them 
down a by-street in a busy quarter of London. The street was 
small and what is called quiet, but it drove a thriving trade on 
the weekdays. The inhabitants were all doing well, it seemed 
and all emulously hoping to do better still, and laying out the 
surplus of their grains in coquetry; so that the shop fronts 
stood along that thoroughfare with an air of invitation, like 
rows of smiling saleswomen. Even on Sunday, when it veiled 
its more florid charms and lay comparatively empty of 
passage, the street shone out in contrast to its dingy 
neighbourhood, like a fire in a forest; and with its freshly 
painted shutters, well-polished brasses, and general 
cleanliness and gaiety of note, instantly caught and pleased 
the eye of the passenger.  
 
    Two doors from one corner, on the left hand going east the 
line was broken by the entry of a court; and just at that point a 
certain sinister block of building thrust forward its gable on the 
street. It was two storeys high; showed no window, nothing 
but a door on the lower storey and a blind forehead of 
discoloured wall on the upper; and bore in every feature, the 
marks of prolonged and sordid negligence. The door, which 
was equipped with neither bell nor knocker, was blistered and 
distained. Tramps slouched into the recess and struck 
matches on the panels; children kept shop upon the steps; 
the schoolboy had tried his knife on the mouldings; and for 
close on a generation, no one had appeared to drive away 
these random visitors or to repair their ravages.  
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PRACTICE EXAM QUESTION 3: Chapter 1 pp 4-5 

Read the following extract from Chapter 1 of The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll 
and Mr Hyde and then answer the question that follows.  

In this extract, Mr Utterson and Mr Enfield are out for a walk.  

 

Starting with this extract, how does Stevenson present Hyde as a 
ruthless and violent character?  

Write about:  

• how Stevenson presents Hyde in this extract  

• how Stevenson presents Hyde as a ruthless and violent character in the 
novel as a whole.  

(30 marks)  

 

 

"All at once, I saw two figures: one a little man who was stumping 
along eastward at a good walk, and the other a girl of maybe eight or 
ten who was running as hard as she was able down a cross street. 
Well, sir, the two ran into one another naturally enough at the corner; 
and then came the horrible part of the thing; for the man trampled 
calmly over the child's body and left her screaming on the ground. It 
sounds nothing to hear, but it was hellish to see. It wasn't like a man; it 
was like some damned Juggernaut. I gave a few halloa, took to my 
heels, collared my gentleman, and brought him back to where there 
was already quite a group about the screaming child. He was perfectly 
cool and made no resistance, but gave me one look, so ugly that it 
brought out the sweat on me like running. The people who had turned 
out were the girl's own family; and pretty soon, the doctor, for whom 
she had been sent put in his appearance. Well, the child was not much 
the worse, more frightened, according to the Sawbones; and there you 
might have supposed would be an end to it. But there was one curious 
circumstance. I had taken a loathing to my gentleman at first sight. So 
had the child's family, which was only natural. But the doctor's case 
was what struck me. He was the usual cut and dry apothecary, of no 
particular age and colour, with a strong Edinburgh accent and about as 
emotional as a bagpipe. Well, sir, he was like the rest of us; every time 
he looked at my prisoner, I saw that Sawbones turn sick and white with 
desire to kill him. I knew what was in his mind, just as he knew what 
was in mine; and killing being out of the question, we did the next best. 
We told the man we could and would make such a scandal out of this 
as should make his name stink from one end of London to the other. If 
he had any friends or any credit, we undertook that he should lose 
them. And all the time, as we were pitching it in red hot, we were 
keeping the women off him as best we could for they were as wild as 
harpies. I never saw a circle of such hateful faces; and there was the 
man in the middle, with a kind of black sneering coolness--frightened 
to, I could see that--but carrying it off, sir, really like Satan.  
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PRACTICE EXAM QUESTION 4: Chapter 2 pp 11-12 

Read the following extract from Chapter 2 of The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll 
and Mr Hyde and then answer the question that follows.  

In this extract, Mr Utterson has just met Mr Hyde for the first time and is 
reflecting on this. 

 

Starting with this extract, how does Stevenson present other characters’ 
reactions to Mr Hyde?  

Write about:  

• how Stevenson presents Utterson’s reaction to Mr Hyde in this extract  

• how Stevenson presents other characters’ reactions to Mr Hyde in the 
novel as a whole.  

(30 marks)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    The lawyer stood awhile when Mr. Hyde had left 
him, the picture of disquietude. Then he began 
slowly to mount the street, pausing every step or 
two and putting his hand to his brow like a man in 
mental perplexity. The problem he was thus 
debating as he walked, was one of a class that is 
rarely solved. Mr. Hyde was pale and dwarfish, he 
gave an impression of deformity without any 
nameable malformation, he had a displeasing smile, 
he had borne himself to the lawyer with a sort of 
murderous mixture of timidity and boldness, and he 
spoke with a husky, whispering and somewhat 
broken voice; all these were points against him, but 
not all of these together could explain the hitherto 
unknown disgust, loathing and fear with which Mr. 
Utterson regarded him. "There must be something 
else," said the perplexed gentleman. "There is 
something more, if I could find a name for it. God 
bless me, the man seems hardly human! Something 
troglodytic, shall we say? or can it be the old story of 
Dr. Fell? or is it the mere radiance of a foul soul that 
thus transpires through, and transfigures, its clay 
continent? The last, I think; for, O my poor old Harry 
Jekyll, if ever I read Satan's signature upon a face, it 
is on that of your new friend."  
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PRACTICE EXAM QUESTION 5: Chapter 2 pp 9-10 

Read the following extract from Chapter 2 of The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll 
and Mr Hyde and then answer the question that follows.  

In this extract, Mr Utterson has a dream about Mr Hyde. 

 

Starting with this extract, how does Stevenson create a sense of horror 
in the novel?  

Write about:  

• how Stevenson creates a sense of horror in this extract  

• how Stevenson creates a sense of horror in the novel as a whole.  

(30 marks)  

 
 

 

Six o'clock stuck on the bells of the church that was so conveniently 
near to Mr. Utterson's dwelling, and still he was digging at the problem. 
Hitherto it had touched him on the intellectual side alone; but now his 
imagination also was engaged, or rather enslaved; and as he lay and 
tossed in the gross darkness of the night and the curtained room, Mr. 
Enfield's tale went by before his mind in a scroll of lighted pictures. He 
would be aware of the great field of lamps of a nocturnal city; then of 
the figure of a man walking swiftly; then of a child running from the 
doctor's; and then these met, and that human Juggernaut trod the child 
down and passed on regardless of her screams. Or else he would see 
a room in a rich house, where his friend lay asleep, dreaming and 
smiling at his dreams; and then the door of that room would be 
opened, the curtains of the bed plucked apart, the sleeper recalled, 
and lo! there would stand by his side a figure to whom power was 
given, and even at that dead hour, he must rise and do its bidding. The 
figure in these two phases haunted the lawyer all night; and if at any 
time he dozed over, it was but to see it glide more stealthily through 
sleeping houses, or move the more swiftly and still the more swiftly, 
even to dizziness, through wider labyrinths of lamplighted city, and at 
every street corner crush a child and leave her screaming. And still the 
figure had no face by which he might know it; even in his dreams, it 
had no face, or one that baffled him and melted before his eyes; and 
thus it was that there sprang up and grew apace in the lawyer's mind a 
singularly strong, almost an inordinate, curiosity to behold the features 
of the real Mr. Hyde. If he could but once set eyes on him, he thought 
the mystery would lighten and perhaps roll altogether away, as was the 
habit of mysterious things when well examined. He might see a reason 
for his friend's strange preference or bondage (call it which you please) 
and even for the startling clause of the will. At least it would be a face 
worth seeing: the face of a man who was without bowels of mercy: a 
face which had but to show itself to raise up, in the mind of the 
unimpressionable Enfield, a spirit of enduring hatred. 
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PRACTICE EXAM QUESTION 6: Chapter 3 p.14 

Read the following extract from Chapter 3 of The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll 
and Mr Hyde and then answer the question that follows.  

In this extract, after a dinner party at Dr Jekyll’s house, Mr Utterson has a 
private conversation with Dr Jekyll. 

 

Starting with this extract, how does Stevenson present Dr Jekyll as a 
troubled character?  

Write about:  

• how Stevenson presents Dr Jekyll in this extract  

• how Stevenson presents Dr Jekyll as a troubled character in the novel 
as a whole.  

(30 marks)  

 

 

To this rule, Dr. Jekyll was no exception; and as he now sat on the 
opposite side of the fire--a large, well-made, smooth-faced man of fifty, 
with something of a slyish cast perhaps, but every mark of capacity 
and kindness--you could see by his looks that he cherished for Mr. 
Utterson a sincere and warm affection.  
 
    "I have been wanting to speak to you, Jekyll," began the latter. "You 
know that will of yours?"  
 
    A close observer might have gathered that the topic was distasteful; 
but the doctor carried it off gaily. "My poor Utterson," said he, "you are 
unfortunate in such a client. I never saw a man so distressed as you 
were by my will; unless it were that hide-bound pedant, Lanyon, at 
what he called my scientific heresies. O, I know he's a good fellow--
you needn't frown--an excellent fellow, and I always mean to see more 
of him; but a hide-bound pedant for all that; an ignorant, blatant 
pedant. I was never more disappointed in any man than Lanyon."  
 
    "You know I never approved of it," pursued Utterson, ruthlessly 
disregarding the fresh topic.  
 
    "My will? Yes, certainly, I know that," said the doctor, a trifle sharply. 
"You have told me so."  
 
    "Well, I tell you so again," continued the lawyer. "I have been 
learning something of young Hyde."  
 
    The large handsome face of Dr. Jekyll grew pale to the very lips, 
and there came a blackness about his eyes. "I do not care to hear 
more," said he. "This is a matter I thought we had agreed to drop."  
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PRACTICE EXAM QUESTION 7: Chapter 4 pp 15-16 

Read the following extract from Chapter 4 of The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll 
and Mr Hyde and then answer the question that follows.  

In this extract, Mr Hyde murders Sir Danvers Carew. 

 

Starting with this extract, how does Stevenson present Mr Hyde as a 
violent and uncontrolled character?  

Write about:  

• how Stevenson presents Mr Hyde in this extract  

• how Stevenson presents Mr Hyde as a violent and uncontrolled 
character in the novel as a whole.  

(30 marks) 

 
 
 
 
 

 

And as she so sat she became aware of an aged beautiful 
gentleman with white hair, drawing near along the lane; and 
advancing to meet him, another and very small gentleman, to 
whom at first she paid less attention. When they had come 
within speech (which was just under the maid's eyes) the older 
man bowed and accosted the other with a very pretty manner of 
politeness. It did not seem as if the subject of his address were 
of great importance; indeed, from his pointing, it some times 
appeared as if he were only inquiring his way; but the moon 
shone on his face as he spoke, and the girl was pleased to 
watch it, it seemed to breathe such an innocent and old-world 
kindness of disposition, yet with something high too, as of a 
well-founded self-content. Presently her eye wandered to the 
other, and she was surprised to recognise in him a certain Mr. 
Hyde, who had once visited her master and for whom she had 
conceived a dislike. He had in his hand a heavy cane, with 
which he was trifling; but he answered never a word, and 
seemed to listen with an ill-contained impatience. And then all of 
a sudden he broke out in a great flame of anger, stamping with 
his foot, brandishing the cane, and carrying on (as the maid 
described it) like a madman. The old gentleman took a step 
back, with the air of one very much surprised and a trifle hurt; 
and at that Mr. Hyde broke out of all bounds and clubbed him to 
the earth. And next moment, with ape-like fury, he was trampling 
his victim under foot and hailing down a storm of blows, under 
which the bones were audibly shattered and the body jumped 
upon the roadway. At the horror of these sights and sounds, the 
maid fainted.  
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PRACTICE EXAM QUESTION 8: Chapter 4 p.17 

Read the following extract from Chapter 4 of The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll 
and Mr Hyde and then answer the question that follows.  

In this extract, Utterson, accompanied by an officer, visits Mr Hyde’s lodgings. 

 

Starting with this extract, how does Stevenson use setting to create a 
sense of fear and tension?  

Write about:  

• how Stevenson describes the setting in this extract  

• how Stevenson uses settings to create a sense of fear and tension in the 
novel as a whole.  

(30 marks) 

 
 
 
 

 

  It was by this time about nine in the morning, and the first fog 
of the season. A great chocolate-coloured pall lowered over 
heaven, but the wind was continually charging and routing these 
embattled vapours; so that as the cab crawled from street to 
street, Mr. Utterson beheld a marvelous number of degrees and 
hues of twilight; for here it would be dark like the back-end of 
evening; and there would be a glow of a rich, lurid brown, like 
the light of some strange conflagration; and here, for a moment, 
the fog would be quite broken up, and a haggard shaft of 
daylight would glance in between the swirling wreaths. The 
dismal quarter of Soho seen under these changing glimpses, 
with its muddy ways, and slatternly passengers, and its lamps, 
which had never been extinguished or had been kindled afresh 
to combat this mournful reinvasion of darkness, seemed, in the 
lawyer's eyes, like a district of some city in a nightmare. The 
thoughts of his mind, besides, were of the gloomiest dye; and 
when he glanced at the companion of his drive, he was 
conscious of some touch of that terror of the law and the law's 
officers, which may at times assail the most honest.  
    As the cab drew up before the address indicated, the fog 
lifted a little and showed him a dingy street, a gin palace, a low 
French eating house, a shop for the retail of penny numbers and 
twopenny salads, many ragged children huddled in the 
doorways, and many women of many different nationalities 
passing out, key in hand, to have a morning glass; and the next 
moment the fog settled down again upon that part, as brown as 
umber, and cut him off from his blackguardly surroundings. This 
was the home of Henry Jekyll's favourite; of a man who was heir 
to a quarter of a million sterling.  
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PRACTICE EXAM QUESTION 9: Chapter 5 p.19 

Read the following extract from Chapter 5 of The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll 
and Mr Hyde and then answer the question that follows.  

In this extract, Utterson, after attempting to track down Mr Hyde for the murder 
of Sir Danvers Carew, visits Dr Jekyll. 

 

Starting with this extract, how does Stevenson use gothic conventions 
to create an uneasy atmosphere?  

Write about:  

• how Stevenson uses gothic conventions in this extract  

• how Stevenson uses gothic conventions to create an uneasy 
atmosphere in the novel as a whole.  

(30 marks) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

It was late in the afternoon, when Mr. Utterson found his way to 
Dr. Jekyll's door, where he was at once admitted by Poole, and 
carried down by the kitchen offices and across a yard which had 
once been a garden, to the building which was indifferently 
known as the laboratory or dissecting rooms. The doctor had 
bought the house from the heirs of a celebrated surgeon; and 
his own tastes being rather chemical than anatomical, had 
changed the destination of the block at the bottom of the 
garden. It was the first time that the lawyer had been received in 
that part of his friend's quarters; and he eyed the dingy, 
windowless structure with curiosity, and gazed round with a 
distasteful sense of strangeness as he crossed the theatre, 
once crowded with eager students and now lying gaunt and 
silent, the tables laden with chemical apparatus, the floor strewn 
with crates and littered with packing straw, and the light falling 
dimly through the foggy cupola. At the further end, a flight of 
stairs mounted to a door covered with red baize; and through 
this, Mr. Utterson was at last received into the doctor's cabinet. 
It was a large room fitted round with glass presses, furnished, 
among other things, with a cheval-glass and a business table, 
and looking out upon the court by three dusty windows barred 
with iron. The fire burned in the grate; a lamp was set lighted on 
the chimney shelf, for even in the houses the fog began to lie 
thickly; and there, close up to the warmth, sat Dr. Jekyll, looking 
deathly sick. He did not rise to meet his visitor, but held out a 
cold hand and bade him welcome in a changed voice.  
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PRACTICE EXAM QUESTION 10: Chapter 6 pp 22-23 

Read the following extract from Chapter 6 of The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll 
and Mr Hyde and then answer the question that follows.  

In this extract, Mr Hyde has disappeared after the murder of Sir Danvers 
Carew. 

 

Starting with this extract, how does Stevenson present contrast between 
Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde?  

Write about:  

• how Stevenson presents contrasts in this extract  

• how Stevenson presents contrasts between Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde in the 
novel as a whole.  

(30 marks) 

 
 

 

Time ran on; thousands of pounds were offered in 
reward, for the death of Sir Danvers was resented as a 
public injury; but Mr. Hyde had disappeared out of the 
ken of the police as though he had never existed. 
Much of his past was unearthed, indeed, and all 
disreputable: tales came out of the man's cruelty, at 
once so callous and violent; of his vile life, of his 
strange associates, of the hatred that seemed to have 
surrounded his career; but of his present whereabouts, 
not a whisper. From the time he had left the house in 
Soho on the morning of the murder, he was simply 
blotted out; and gradually, as time drew on, Mr. 
Utterson began to recover from the hotness of his 
alarm, and to grow more at quiet with himself. The 
death of Sir Danvers was, to his way of thinking, more 
than paid for by the disappearance of Mr. Hyde. Now 
that that evil influence had been withdrawn, a new life 
began for Dr. Jekyll. He came out of his seclusion, 
renewed relations with his friends, became once more 
their familiar guest and entertainer; and whilst he had 
always been known for charities, he was now no less 
distinguished for religion. He was busy, he was much 
in the open air, he did good; his face seemed to open 
and brighten, as if with an inward consciousness of 
service; and for more than two months, the doctor was 
at peace.  
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PRACTICE EXAM QUESTION 11: Chapter 6 p.23 

Read the following extract from Chapter 6 of The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll 
and Mr Hyde and then answer the question that follows.  

In this extract, Mr Utterson visits Dr Lanyon. 

 

Starting with this extract, how does Stevenson present Dr Lanyon as a 
character suffering from a shock?  

Write about:  

• how Stevenson presents Dr Lanyon in this extract  

• how Stevenson presents Dr Lanyon in the novel as a whole.  

(30 marks) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

There at least he was not denied admittance; but when he came 
in, he was shocked at the change which had taken place in the 
doctor's appearance. He had his death-warrant written legibly 
upon his face. The rosy man had grown pale; his flesh had 
fallen away; he was visibly balder and older; and yet it was not 
so much these tokens of a swift physical decay that arrested the 
lawyer's notice, as a look in the eye and quality of manner that 
seemed to testify to some deep-seated terror of the mind. It was 
unlikely that the doctor should fear death; and yet that was what 
Utterson was tempted to suspect. "Yes," he thought; he is a 
doctor, he must know his own state and that his days are 
counted; and the knowledge is more than he can bear." And yet 
when Utterson remarked on his ill-looks, it was with an air of 
great firmness that Lanyon declared himself a doomed man.  
 
    "I have had a shock," he said, "and I shall never recover. It is 
a question of weeks. Well, life has been pleasant; I liked it; yes, 
sir, I used to like it. I sometimes think if we knew all, we should 
be more glad to get away."  
 
    "Jekyll is ill, too," observed Utterson. "Have you seen him?"  
 
    But Lanyon's face changed, and he held up a trembling hand. 
"I wish to see or hear no more of Dr. Jekyll," he said in a loud, 
unsteady voice. "I am quite done with that person; and I beg that 
you will spare me any allusion to one whom I regard as dead."  
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PRACTICE EXAM QUESTION 12: Chapter 7 pp 25-26 

Read the following extract from Chapter 7 of The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll 
and Mr Hyde and then answer the question that follows.  

In this extract, Mr Utterson is taking a walk with his cousin Mr Enfield and they 
happen to pass Dr Jekyll’s house. 

 

Starting with this extract, how does Stevenson present Dr Jekyll as a 
troubled character?  

Write about:  

• how Stevenson presents Dr Jekyll in this extract  

• how Stevenson presents Dr Jekyll as a troubled character in the novel 
as a whole.  

(30 marks) 

 

The middle one of the three windows was half-way open; and 
sitting close beside it, taking the air with an infinite sadness of 
mien, like some disconsolate prisoner, Utterson saw Dr. Jekyll.  
    "What! Jekyll!" he cried. "I trust you are better."  
    "I am very low, Utterson," replied the doctor drearily, "very low. 
It will not last long, thank God."  
    "You stay too much indoors," said the lawyer. "You should be 
out, whipping up the circulation like Mr. Enfield and me. (This is 
my cousin--Mr. Enfield--Dr. Jekyll.) Come now; get your hat and 
take a quick turn with us."  
    "You are very good," sighed the other. "I should like to very 
much; but no, no, no, it is quite impossible; I dare not. But indeed, 
Utterson, I am very glad to see you; this is really a great pleasure; 
I would ask you and Mr. Enfield up, but the place is really not fit."  
    "Why, then," said the lawyer, good-naturedly, "the best thing we 
can do is to stay down here and speak with you from where we 
are."  
    "That is just what I was about to venture to propose," returned 
the doctor with a smile. But the words were hardly uttered, before 
the smile was struck out of his face and succeeded by an 
expression of such abject terror and despair, as froze the very 
blood of the two gentlemen below. They saw it but for a glimpse 
for the window was instantly thrust down; but that glimpse had 
been sufficient, and they turned and left the court without a word. 
In silence, too, they traversed the by-street; and it was not until 
they had come into a neighbouring thoroughfare, where even 
upon a Sunday there were still some stirrings of life, that Mr. 
Utterson at last turned and looked at his companion. They were 
both pale; and there was an answering horror in their eyes.  
    "God forgive us, God forgive us," said Mr. Utterson.  
    But Mr. Enfield only nodded his head very seriously, and 
walked on once more in silence. 
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PRACTICE EXAM QUESTION 13: Chapter 10 pp.49-50 

Read the following extract from Chapter 10 of The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll 
and Mr Hyde and then answer the question that follows.  

In this extract, Dr Jekyll describes the murder of Sir Danvers Carew. 

 

Starting with this extract, how does Stevenson present Dr Jekyll as an 
uncontrolled character?  

Write about:  

• how Stevenson presents Dr Jekyll in this extract  

• how Stevenson presents Dr Jekyll as an uncontrolled character in the 
novel as a whole.  

(30 marks) 

 

I do not suppose that, when a drunkard reasons with himself upon his 
vice, he is once out of five hundred times affected by the dangers that 
he runs through his brutish, physical insensibility; neither had I, long 
as I had considered my position, made enough allowance for the 
complete moral insensibility and insensate readiness to evil, which 
were the leading characters of Edward Hyde. Yet it was by these that I 
was punished. My devil had been long caged, he came out roaring. I 
was conscious, even when I took the draught, of a more unbridled, a 
more furious propensity to ill. It must have been this, I suppose, that 
stirred in my soul that tempest of impatience with which I listened to 
the civilities of my unhappy victim; I declare, at least, before God, no 
man morally sane could have been guilty of that crime upon so pitiful a 
provocation; and that I struck in no more reasonable spirit than that in 
which a sick child may break a plaything. But I had voluntarily stripped 
myself of all those balancing instincts by which even the worst of us 
continues to walk with some degree of steadiness among temptations; 
and in my case, to be tempted, however slightly, was to fall.  
    Instantly the spirit of hell awoke in me and raged. With a transport 
of glee, I mauled the unresisting body, tasting delight from every blow; 
and it was not till weariness had begun to succeed, that I was 
suddenly, in the top fit of my delirium, struck through the heart by a 
cold thrill of terror. A mist dispersed; I saw my life to be forfeit; and fled 
from the scene of these excesses, at once glorying and trembling, my 
lust of evil gratified and stimulated, my love of life screwed to the 
topmost peg. I ran to the house in Soho, and (to make assurance 
doubly sure) destroyed my papers; thence I set out through the lamplit 
streets, in the same divided ecstasy of mind, gloating on my crime, 
light-headedly devising others in the future, and yet still hastening and 
still hearkening in my wake for the steps of the avenger. Hyde had a 
song upon his lips as he compounded the draught, and as he drank it, 
pledged the dead man. The pangs of transformation had not done 
tearing him, before Henry Jekyll, with streaming tears of gratitude and 
remorse, had fallen upon his knees and lifted his clasped hands to 
God.  
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PRACTICE EXAM QUESTION 14: Chapter 8 p.30 

Read the following extract from Chapter 8 of The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll 
and Mr Hyde and then answer the question that follows.  

In this extract, Poole describes to Mr Utterson the strange events that have 
taken place in Dr Jekyll’s house 

 

Starting with this extract, how does Stevenson use gothic conventions 
to create tension?  

Write about:  

• how Stevenson uses gothic conventions in this extract  

• how Stevenson uses gothic conventions to create tension in the novel as 
a whole.  

(30 marks) 

 
 

  "That's it!" said Poole. "It was this way. I came suddenly into the 
theater from the garden. It seems he had slipped out to look for 
this drug or whatever it is; for the cabinet door was open, and 
there he was at the far end of the room digging among the crates. 
He looked up when I came in, gave a kind of cry, and whipped 
upstairs into the cabinet. It was but for one minute that I saw him, 
but the hair stood upon my head like quills. Sir, if that was my 
master, why had he a mask upon his face? If it was my master, 
why did he cry out like a rat, and run from me? I have served him 
long enough. And then..." The man paused and passed his hand 
over his face.  
    "These are all very strange circumstances," said Mr. Utterson, 
"but I think I begin to see daylight. Your master, Poole, is plainly 
seized with one of those maladies that both torture and deform the 
sufferer; hence, for aught I know, the alteration of his voice; hence 
the mask and the avoidance of his friends; hence his eagerness to 
find this drug, by means of which the poor soul retains some hope 
of ultimate recovery--God grant that he be not deceived! There is 
my explanation; it is sad enough, Poole, ay, and appalling to 
consider; but it is plain and natural, hangs well together, and 
delivers us from all exorbitant alarms."  
    "Sir," said the butler, turning to a sort of mottled pallor, "that 
thing was not my master, and there's the truth. My master"--here 
he looked round him and began to whisper--"is a tall, fine build of 
a man, and this was more of a dwarf." Utterson attempted to 
protest. "O, sir," cried Poole, "do you think I do not know my 
master after twenty years? Do you think I do not know where his 
head comes to in the cabinet door, where I saw him every 
morning of my life? No, sir, that thing in the mask was never Dr. 
Jekyll--God knows what it was, but it was never Dr. Jekyll; and it is 
the belief of my heart that there was murder done."  
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PRACTICE EXAM QUESTION 15: Chapter 9 pp 39-40 

Read the following extract from Chapter 9 of The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll 
and Mr Hyde and then answer the question that follows.  

In this extract, Lanyon describes his first encounter with Hyde. 

 

Starting with this extract, how does Stevenson present Mr Hyde as an 
outsider?  

Write about:  

• how Stevenson presents Mr Hyde in this extract  

• how presents Hyde as an outsider in the novel as a whole.  

Rather, as there was something abnormal and misbegotten in the 
very essence of the creature that now faced me--something 
seizing, surprising and revolting-- this fresh disparity seemed but 
to fit in with and to reinforce it; so that to my interest in the man's 
nature and character, there was added a curiosity as to his origin, 
his life, his fortune and status in the world.  
    These observations, though they have taken so great a space 
to be set down in, were yet the work of a few seconds. My visitor 
was, indeed, on fire with sombre excitement.  
    "Have you got it?" he cried. "Have you got it?" And so lively was 
his impatience that he even laid his hand upon my arm and 
sought to shake me.  
    I put him back, conscious at his touch of a certain icy pang 
along my blood. "Come, sir," said I. "You forget that I have not yet 
the pleasure of your acquaintance. Be seated, if you please." And 
I showed him an example, and sat down myself in my customary 
seat and with as fair an imitation of my ordinary manner to a 
patient, as the lateness of the hour, the nature of my 
preoccupations, and the horror I had of my visitor, would suffer me 
to muster.  
    "I beg your pardon, Dr. Lanyon," he replied civilly enough. 
"What you say is very well founded; and my impatience has 
shown its heels to my politeness. I come here at the instance of 
your colleague, Dr. Henry Jekyll, on a piece of business of some 
moment; and I understood ..." He paused and put his hand to his 
throat, and I could see, in spite of his collected manner, that he 
was wrestling against the approaches of the hysteria--"I 
understood, a drawer ..."  
    But here I took pity on my visitor's suspense, and some 
perhaps on my own growing curiosity.  
    "There it is, sir," said I, pointing to the drawer, where it lay on 
the floor behind a table and still covered with the sheet.  
    He sprang to it, and then paused, and laid his hand upon his 
heart: I could hear his teeth grate with the convulsive action of his 
jaws; and his face was so ghastly to see that I grew alarmed both 
for his life and reason.  
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(30 marks) 

PRACTICE EXAM QUESTION 16: Chapter 9 pp 40-41 

Read the following extract from Chapter 9 of The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll 
and Mr Hyde and then answer the question that follows.  

In this extract, Dr Lanyon describes Mr Hyde transforming into Dr Jekyll. 

 

Starting with this extract, how does Stevenson present Mr Hyde as a 
powerful character?  

Write about:  

• how Stevenson presents Mr Hyde in this extract  

• how Stevenson presents Mr Hyde as a powerful character in the novel 
as a whole.  

    "And now," said he, "to settle what remains. Will you be wise? 
will you be guided? will you suffer me to take this glass in my 
hand and to go forth from your house without further parley? or 
has the greed of curiosity too much command of you? Think 
before you answer, for it shall be done as you decide. As you 
decide, you shall be left as you were before, and neither richer nor 
wiser, unless the sense of service rendered to a man in mortal 
distress may be counted as a kind of riches of the soul. Or, if you 
shall so prefer to choose, a new province of knowledge and new 
avenues to fame and power shall be laid open to you, here, in this 
room, upon the instant; and your sight shall be blasted by a 
prodigy to stagger the unbelief of Satan."  
    "Sir," said I, affecting a coolness that I was far from truly 
possessing, "you speak enigmas, and you will perhaps not 
wonder that I hear you with no very strong impression of belief. 
But I have gone too far in the way of inexplicable services to 
pause before I see the end."  
    "It is well," replied my visitor. "Lanyon, you remember your 
vows: what follows is under the seal of our profession. And now, 
you who have so long been bound to the most narrow and 
material views, you who have denied the virtue of transcendental 
medicine, you who have derided your superiors--behold!"  
    He put the glass to his lips and drank at one gulp. A cry 
followed; he reeled, staggered, clutched at the table and held on, 
staring with injected eyes, gasping with open mouth; and as I 
looked there came, I thought, a change--he seemed to swell-- his 
face became suddenly black and the features seemed to melt and 
alter--and the next moment, I had sprung to my feet and leaped 
back against the wall, my arms raised to shield me from that 
prodigy, my mind submerged in terror.  
    "O God!" I screamed, and "O God!" again and again; for there 
before my eyes--pale and shaken, and half fainting, and groping 
before him with his hands, like a man restored from death--there 
stood Henry Jekyll!  
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(30 marks) 

 

PRACTICE EXAM QUESTION 17: Chapter 10 pp 41-42 

Read the following extract from Chapter 10 of The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll 
and Mr Hyde and then answer the question that follows.  

In this extract, Dr Jekyll describes his life. 

 

Starting with this extract, how does Stevenson present Dr Jekyll as a 
conflicted character?  

Write about:  

• how Stevenson presents Dr Jekyll in this extract  

• how Stevenson presents Dr Jekyll as a conflicted in the novel as a 
whole.  

(30 marks) 

 
 
 
 

I was born in the year 18-- to a large fortune, endowed besides 
with excellent parts, inclined by nature to industry, fond of the 
respect of the wise and good among my fellowmen, and thus, as 
might have been supposed, with every guarantee of an 
honourable and distinguished future. And indeed the worst of my 
faults was a certain impatient gaiety of disposition, such as has 
made the happiness of many, but such as I found it hard to 
reconcile with my imperious desire to carry my head high, and 
wear a more than commonly grave countenance before the public. 
Hence it came about that I concealed my pleasures; and that 
when I reached years of reflection, and began to look round me 
and take stock of my progress and position in the world, I stood 
already committed to a profound duplicity of me. Many a man 
would have even blazoned such irregularities as I was guilty of; 
but from the high views that I had set before me, I regarded and 
hid them with an almost morbid sense of shame. It was thus 
rather the exacting nature of my aspirations than any particular 
degradation in my faults, that made me what I was, and, with even 
a deeper trench than in the majority of men, severed in me those 
provinces of good and ill which divide and compound man's dual 
nature. In this case, I was driven to reflect deeply and inveterately 
on that hard law of life, which lies at the root of religion and is one 
of the most plentiful springs of distress. Though so profound a 
double-dealer, I was in no sense a hypocrite; both sides of me 
were in dead earnest; I was no more myself when I laid aside 
restraint and plunged in shame, than when I laboured, in the eye 
of day, at the furtherance of knowledge or the relief of sorrow and 
suffering.  
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PRACTICE EXAM QUESTION 18: Chapter 10 pp 43-44 

Read the following extract from Chapter 10 of The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll 
and Mr Hyde and then answer the question that follows.  

In this extract, Dr Jekyll describes his first transformation into Mr Hyde. 

 

Starting with this extract, how does Stevenson present Dr Jekyll as a 
powerful character?  

Write about:  

• how Stevenson presents Dr Jekyll in this extract  

• how Stevenson presents Dr Jekyll as a powerful character in the novel 
as a whole.  

(30 marks) 

 
 
 
 
 

I hesitated long before I put this theory to the test of practice. I 
knew well that I risked death; for any drug that so potently 
controlled and shook the very fortress of identity, might, by the 
least scruple of an overdose or at the least inopportunity in the 
moment of exhibition, utterly blot out that immaterial tabernacle 
which I looked to it to change. But the temptation of a discovery so 
singular and profound at last overcame the suggestions of alarm. I 
had long since prepared my tincture; I purchased at once, from a 
firm of wholesale chemists, a large quantity of a particular salt 
which I knew, from my experiments, to be the last ingredient 
required; and late one accursed night, I compounded the 
elements, watched them boil and smoke together in the glass, and 
when the ebullition had subsided, with a strong glow of courage, 
drank off the potion.  
    The most racking pangs succeeded: a grinding in the bones, 
deadly nausea, and a horror of the spirit that cannot be exceeded 
at the hour of birth or death. Then these agonies began swiftly to 
subside, and I came to myself as if out of a great sickness. There 
was something strange in my sensations, something indescribably 
new and, from its very novelty, incredibly sweet. I felt younger, 
lighter, happier in body; within I was conscious of a heady 
recklessness, a current of disordered sensual images running like 
a millrace in my fancy, a solution of the bonds of obligation, an 
unknown but not an innocent freedom of the soul. I knew myself, 
at the first breath of this new life, to be more wicked, tenfold more 
wicked, sold a slave to my original evil; and the thought, in that 
moment, braced and delighted me like wine. I stretched out my 
hands, exulting in the freshness of these sensations; and in the 
act, I was suddenly aware that I had lost in stature.  
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PRACTICE EXAM QUESTION 19: Chapter 10 pp 45-46 

Read the following extract from Chapter 10 of The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll 
and Mr Hyde and then answer the question that follows.  

In this extract, Dr Jekyll describes his experiences as Mr Hyde. 

 

Starting with this extract, how does Stevenson present ideas about 
duality?  

Write about:  

• how Stevenson presents ideas about duality in this extract  

• how Stevenson presents ideas about duality in the novel as a whole.  

(30 marks) 

It was on this side that my new power tempted me until I fell in slavery. 
I had but to drink the cup, to doff at once the body of the noted 
professor, and to assume, like a thick cloak, that of Edward Hyde. I 
smiled at the notion; it seemed to me at the time to be humourous; 
and I made my preparations with the most studious care. I took and 
furnished that house in Soho, to which Hyde was tracked by the 
police; and engaged as a housekeeper a creature whom I knew well 
to be silent and unscrupulous. On the other side, I announced to my 
servants that a Mr. Hyde (whom I described) was to have full liberty 
and power about my house in the square; and to parry mishaps, I 
even called and made myself a familiar object, in my second 
character. I next drew up that will to which you so much objected; so 
that if anything befell me in the person of Dr. Jekyll, I could enter on 
that of Edward Hyde without pecuniary loss. And thus fortified, as I 
supposed, on every side, I began to profit by the strange immunities of 
my position.  
    Men have before hired bravos to transact their crimes, while their 
own person and reputation sat under shelter. I was the first that ever 
did so for his pleasures. I was the first that could plod in the public eye 
with a load of genial respectability, and in a moment, like a schoolboy, 
strip off these lendings and spring headlong into the sea of liberty. But 
for me, in my impenetrable mantle, the safely was complete. Think of 
it--I did not even exist! Let me but escape into my laboratory door, give 
me but a second or two to mix and swallow the draught that I had 
always standing ready; and whatever he had done, Edward Hyde 
would pass away like the stain of breath upon a mirror; and there in 
his stead, quietly at home, trimming the midnight lamp in his study, a 
man who could afford to laugh at suspicion, would be Henry Jekyll.  
    The pleasures which I made haste to seek in my disguise were, as I 
have said, undignified; I would scarce use a harder term. But in the 
hands of Edward Hyde, they soon began to turn toward the 
monstrous. When I would come back from these excursions, I was 
often plunged into a kind of wonder at my vicarious depravity. This 
familiar that I called out of my own soul, and sent forth alone to do his 
good pleasure, was a being inherently malign and villainous; his every 
act and thought centered on self; drinking pleasure with bestial avidity 
from any degree of torture to another; relentless like a man of stone.  
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PRACTICE EXAM QUESTION 20: Chapter 8 pp 27-28  

Read the following extract from Chapter 8 of The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll 
and Mr Hyde and then answer the question that follows.  

In this extract, Poole and Mr Utterson are making their way to Dr Jekyll’s 
house. 

 

Starting with this extract, how does Stevenson create a sense of 
foreboding and evil?  

Write about:  

• how Stevenson creates a sense of foreboding and evil in this extract  

• how Stevenson creates a sense of foreboding and evil in the novel as a 
whole.  

(30 marks) 

 

 

    It was a wild, cold, seasonable night of March, with a pale 
moon, lying on her back as though the wind had tilted her, and 
flying wrack of the most diaphanous and lawny texture. The wind 
made talking difficult, and flecked the blood into the face. It 
seemed to have swept the streets unusually bare of passengers, 
besides; for Mr. Utterson thought he had never seen that part of 
London so deserted. He could have wished it otherwise; never in 
his life had he been conscious of so sharp a wish to see and 
touch his fellow-creatures; for struggle as he might, there was 
borne in upon his mind a crushing anticipation of calamity. The 
square, when they got there, was full of wind and dust, and the 
thin trees in the garden were lashing themselves along the railing. 
Poole, who had kept all the way a pace or two ahead, now pulled 
up in the middle of the pavement, and in spite of the biting 
weather, took off his hat and mopped his brow with a red pocket-
handkerchief. But for all the hurry of his coming, these were not 
the dews of exertion that he wiped away, but the moisture of some 
strangling anguish; for his face was white and his voice, when he 
spoke, harsh and broken. 
  
    "Well, sir," he said, "here we are, and God grant there be 
nothing wrong."  
 
    "Amen, Poole," said the lawyer.  
 
    Thereupon the servant knocked in a very guarded manner; the 
door was opened on the chain; and a voice asked from within, "Is 
that you, Poole?"  
 
    "It's all right," said Poole. "Open the door."  
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An example response from AQA 

 

 

In this extract, Stevenson creates a sense of foreboding in the setting. By listing many things in the extract, 
he interests the reader in the extract as he describes what Utterson can see, which allows the reader to 
visually imagine the scene and experience it too. To convey a sense of evil, he describes the weather in the 
scene using pathetic fallacy to create a feeling of caution and worry towards the reader. When he 
mentioned the fog lifting to show Utterson a dingy street, it may almost seem like it is a façade being lifted 
to show Utterson the truth beneath the mystery. Furthermore, Stevenson also uses adjectives such as ‘low’, 
‘dingy’ and ‘ragged’ to create a strange feeling towards the place and conveys a sense of negativity. This 
may worry the reader and the phrase ‘blackguardly surroundings’ suggests that it is dark and is a place with 
secrets hidden away which are heavily guarded by black/ darkness. 
 
The characters mentioned in this extract also add to the sense of evil that Stevenson creates. The old 
woman described has an ‘evil face, smoothed by hypocrisy’ which seems unusual and may suggest that this 
is what everyone in the Victorian society was like and creates a sense of negativity to the surrounding 
neighbourhood.  By using the word ‘hypocrisy’, it may show us that they may all know about the things 
they shouldn’t do but they choose to do it, or maybe they know about the things they are, yet choose to 
hide it. 
 
Throughout the novel as a whole, Stevenson frequently creates a sense of evil when describing the settings. 
At the start of the novel, the first incident had occurred on a ‘black winter morning’ and the word ‘black’ 
creates a dark and mysterious feeling towards the setting. Usually, Stevenson uses dark colours to describe 
evil (for example Hyde) and light colours to describe good (such as Jekyll for example) such as ‘white’ and 
‘pink’. As he associated the morning with the colour black, he created a sense of foreboding in the text. In 
addition, towards the end of the book, Stevenson repeats this idea when he writes ‘…the morning, as black 
as it was’ which worries the reader as they know something bad is going to happen as they had already 
experienced it before. 
 
In the settings, he also creates a sense of evil when he described the darkness of the surroundings. The 
phrase ‘mournful reinvasion of darkness’ and ‘a regular pattern of light and shadow’ also creates a war 
between light and dark and good and evil. ‘mournful reinvasion’  suggests the strength and power of the 
darkness is increasing. 
 
Furthermore, bad incidents usually take place at night in the novel and Stevenson uses personification for 
the weather and inanimate objects to create a sense of cautiousness for the reader. He uses adjectives to 
describe the weather such as ‘biting’ and ‘lashing’ to emphasise the violence in the surroundings. Stevenson 
also personifies objects like trees, the fog and the moon to make the setting feel more alive This shows the 
reader that the night is full of mystery lurking in the darkness and that evil is not silent and dead, it is 
neverending and is everywhere, even in the weather. 
 
Stevenson sometimes describes dark areas of London in comparison to more higher class areas to 
emphasise the duality in the settings. ‘…shone out in contrast to its dingy neighbourhood’ shows both sides 
of the war between good and evil and duality of people in Victorian society. 
 
Overall, Stevenson’s use of settings and pathetic fallacy in the settings is very effective in creating a sense 
of evil in the novel. 
 
Examiner’s comments: 
 
All Level 4 + Level 5 for AO1 (refs) andd AO2 Total 23/30 
 
This is a good example of a candidate who knows how to examine writer’s methods and does so 
very effectively. The response to task is clear, with lots of evidence of understanding of contextual 
ideas and a clear explanation of their ideas related to the task. The response is lifted by the use of 
references, which become apt and integrated into their response. Also, the focus on writer’s 
methods is thoughtful. 
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How to plan any literature exam question: 

1. Read the question. Underline the key words. 
2. Do not look at the extract yet. Mind map everything you know about the 

question. 
3. Do not look at the extract yet. Start to think about the Intro you might 

write in relation to the question. Make notes. 
4. Do not look at the extract yet. Start to think about a possible order to the 

ideas on your mind map – will your essay be chronological? Random? Will 
you miss out some bits because they’re not as strong? 

5. NOW, LOOK AT THE EXTRACT. Annotate the extract, focusing on how the 
methods/language the writer uses relate to the question.  

6. Once you’ve finished annotating, think about where to fit it in to your mind 
map/order of paragraphs that you already have. Did you already remember 
this bit anyway? Does seeing the extract develop any of the ideas you 
already have? 

7. START WRITING.  
a. Write a Big Picture Intro related to the theme/ideas in the question. 

(this is what some teachers might call the ‘thread’ or ‘argument’ or 
‘big idea’ of your essay. 

b. Write approx. 3 paragraphs focusing on both the extract and the rest 
of the play based on your mind map. 

c. Write a conclusion acknowledging the rest of the play/how the theme 
resolves/ends/continues to develop. 

TIPS FOR REVISION 
 

o Write up character profiles with key quotes revealing their characteristics, key 

themes they illustrate, their relationships with other characters, and their key 

scenes 

 

o Make notes on key themes – the characters/ events linked to them with key 

quotes 

 

o Make notes on key methods used across the play and what effect this has on the 

audience. 

 

o Revise social context – Beliefs and social values in the Victorian era. 

 

o Plan exam responses for questions in the booklet – even if you don’t write them 

up, you will have explored each question in detail. Use the planning approach 

outlined below. 

 

o Write up as many responses as you can in timed conditions – and then get it 

checked! 
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The Mark Scheme 

AO1: Read, understand and respond to texts.  
• maintain a critical style and develop an informed personal response  
• use textual references, including quotations, to support and illustrate interpretations.  
AO2: Analyse the language, form and structure used by a writer to create meanings and effects, 
using relevant subject terminology where appropriate.  
AO3: Show understanding of the relationships between texts and the contexts in which they were 
written.  

Mark AO Typical features 

Level 6 

 

Convincing, 

critical analysis 

and exploration 

26-30 marks 

AO1 
11-12 

• Critical, exploratory, conceptualised response to task and whole text 
• Judicious use of precise references to support interpretations 

AO2 
11-12 

• Analysis of writer’s methods with subject terminology used judiciously 
• Exploration of effects of writer’s methods on reader 

AO3 
6 

• Exploration of ideas/ perspectives/ contextual factors shown by specific, detailed 
links between context/ text/ task 

Level 5 

 

Thoughtful, 

developed 

consideration 

21-25 

AO1 
9-10 

• Thoughtful, developed response to task and whole text 
• Apt references integrated into interpretations 

AO2 
9-10 

• Examination of writer’s methods with subject terminology used effectively to 
support consideration of methods 

• Examination of effects of writer’s methods on reader 

AO3 
5 

• Thoughtful consideration of ideas/ perspectives/ contextual factors shown by 
examination of detailed links between context/ text/ task 

Level 4 

 

Clear 

understanding 

16-20 

AO1 
7-8 

• Clear, explained response to task and whole text 
• Effective use of references to support explanation 

AO2 
7-8 

• Clear explanation of writer’s methods with appropriate use of relevant subject 
terminology  

• Understanding of effects of writer’s methods on reader 

AO3 
4 

• Clear understanding of ideas/ perspectives/ contextual factors shown by specific 
links between context/ text/ task 

Level 3 

 

Explained, 

structured 

comments 

11-15 

AO1 
5-6 

• Some explained response to task and whole text 
• References used to support a range of relevant comments 

AO2 
5-6 

• Explained/ relevant comments on writer’s methods with some relevant use of 
subject terminology 

• Identification of effects of writer’s methods on reader 

AO3 
3 

• Some understanding of implicit ideas/ perspectives/ contextual factors shown by 
links between context/ text/ task 

Level 2 

 

Supported, 

relevant 

comments 

6-10 marks 

AO1 
3-4 

• Supported response to task and whole text 
• Comments on references 

AO2 
3-4 

• Identification of writer’s methods 
• Some reference to subject terminology 

AO3 
2 

• Some awareness of implicit ideas/ contextual factors 

Level 1 

 

Simple, explicit 

comments 

1-5 marks 

AO1 
1-2 

• Simple comments relevant to task and whole text 
• References  to relevant details 

AO2 
1-2 

• Awareness of writers making deliberate choices 
• Possible references to subject terminology 

AO3 
1 

• Simple comment on explicit ideas/ contextual factors  

0 marks  
Nothing worthy of credit/ nothing written 

 


