
External Competitions – September, October and November 2022 

 

➢ Ottery Literary Festival Writing Competition 2022 (free to enter / all ages) 

The Ottery Literary Festival is running a young writers competition open to children and young 

adults aged 18 and under for flash fiction stories of up to 500 words. All stories should be no 

longer than 500 words, excluding the title. The number of words should be stated. They 

should be based on the theme ‘Trapped’; and should be written in English.  

Closing date: 30th September 2022 

Full details here. 

 

➢ Royal Geographical Society School Essay Competition (free to enter / 16-18 year olds) 

What are the environmental costs of 

current consumer trends, behaviours 

and purchasing decisions? 

The 2022 Essay Competition, organised 

in partnership with the Financial Times, 

is asking students to explain what are the environmental costs of current consumer trends, 

behaviours and purchasing decisions. The competition is open to all A Level geography 

students (or equivalent) aged 16-18. 

The judges are looking for submissions that do not exceed 1,000 words (excluding references) 

Closing date: 03rd October 2022 (5.00 pm) 

Full details here. 

 

➢ Waltham Forest Poetry Competition 2022 (free to enter / under 18s) 

Seeking poems (40 lines max) on the theme of Community. The competition is open to UK 

and international writers, and includes separate categories for adults and under-18s. There 

are also special prizes for people who live, work or study in the London Borough of Waltham 

Forest, and a prize for the funniest poem overall. Entrants may submit up to six poems. 

Closing date: 10th October 2022 

Full details here. 

 

➢ THE YOUNG WALTER SCOTT PRIZE 2022 (free to enter / 11-19 year olds) 

If you are aged between 11 and 19 and 

interested in history and writing, the YWSP is 

ready to take you on an adventure!  We are the 

UK’s only creative writing prize specifically for 

budding historical fiction writers. You could win 

a £500 travel grant, tickets to one of the UK’s best book 

festivals, and the chance to see your own work in print. Stories must be between 800 and 

2,000 words, and set in a time before you were born. 

Closing date: 31st October 2022 

Full details here. 

 

https://otterywriters.wordpress.com/writing-competition-rules-2022/#content
https://www.rgs.org/schools/competitions/school-essay-competition/
https://www.rgs.org/schools/competitions/school-essay-competition/
https://pctothepowerof2.wordpress.com/enter/
https://www.walterscottprize.co.uk/young-walter-scott-prize/
https://www.rgs.org/schools/competitions/school-essay-competition/
https://www.walterscottprize.co.uk/young-walter-scott-prize/


➢ The Solstice Prize 2022 (free to enter / 7-17 year olds) 

The Solstice Nature Prize is an annual showcase for young writers, seeking imaginative short 

stories and provocative poems with prizes on 

offer for winners in two age groups 11-13 and 14-

17. Inspired by the gradual decline of the UK’s 

bird population, the theme for this competition 

is Fight for Flight.You are welcome to submit 

your entries of up to 40 lines of poetry or short 

stories/blogs of up to a maximum of 500 words. 

Closing date: 31st October 2022 

Full details here. 

 

➢ The Benjamin Franklin House Literary Prize (free to enter / 18-25 year olds) 

Each year a question or quote exploring Franklin’s relevance 

in our time is open for interpretation in 1000-1500 words. The 

competition is exclusively for young writers, aged 18-25, with 

a first prize of £750, and a second prize of £500. Winning 

entries will be published on our website. 

The Franklin quote for interpretation in 2022 is ‘The Eyes of 

other People are the Eyes that ruin us. If all but myself were 

blind, I should want neither fine Clothes, fine Houses nor Fine 

Furniture.’ Letter to Benjamin Vaughan, 1784. 

Entries of 1000-1500 words must be sent to 

education@benjaminfranklinhouse.org by entrants aged 18-25 years and living in the UK; 

entrants may submit only one entry; fiction or non-fiction. 

Closing date: 31st October 2022 

Full details here. 

 

➢ The 500 Word Malala Yousafzai Competition (free to enter) 

Connected Creatives: Young Voices Matter is delighted to 

announce once again the launch of ‘The 500 Word Malala 

Yousafzai Competition’ to celebrate and empower young people to 

self-publish their creative writing. Pupils can submit a short piece of 

writing or graphic novel. You can write on a subject or topic of your 

interest and have the opportunity to submit a front cover to 

complement your work. You can either illustrate your own cover 

using your own artwork or use a royalty free image from sites such 

as Unsplash.  

Closing date: 15th November 2022 

Full details here. 

 

 

For further details and assistance, these and other exciting challenges, reading lists, clubs and 

book related news or curiosities please join us on: Library – Teams (code rzuh1ca). Thank you!  

Miss Ferreira 

https://writingeastmidlands.co.uk/solstice-prize-2021-rules-of-entry/?fbclid=IwAR1FMTEIGHpTZeNUf_ys9u0dX6vLGsZbtYrUBy2f_pV9mnjGtkPO3Bxd4F8
http://benjaminfranklinhouse.org/education/literary-prize/
http://benjaminfranklinhouse.org/education/literary-prize/
https://connectedcreatives.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Competition-Flyer-and-Teacher-Guidance-2022.pdf
https://writingeastmidlands.co.uk/solstice-prize-2021-rules-of-entry/?fbclid=IwAR1FMTEIGHpTZeNUf_ys9u0dX6vLGsZbtYrUBy2f_pV9mnjGtkPO3Bxd4F8
http://benjaminfranklinhouse.org/education/literary-prize/
https://connectedcreatives.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Competition-Flyer-and-Teacher-Guidance-2022.pdf

